MINUTES OF  THE  DIET'S PROCEEDINGS.

summary of their activity. Thus the pious and wise
Liibeck bore on its city seal a ship with high bulwarks,
from whose single central mast waved a flag bearing
the cross. An ancient pilot steers the vessel through
the waves with his left hand while his right is raised
in admonition Opposite to him sits a youth busy
with the ropes, who, with his uplifted right hand,
seems to point to the help of heaven. This was to
symbolize that prudence, energy, and pious confi-

SEAL  OF  LUBECK.

dence accompanied Liibeck in all its paths. The
common Hanseatic seal was only used for foreign
affairs. It represented the imperial double eagle with
the inscription " Signum civitatum maritimarum?*

The decisions arrived at by the diet were all re-
corded in careful minutes, known as "recesses," of
which an immense number have come down to us,
escaping fire and other vicissitudes. They all testify
to the thoroughly businesslike character that dis-